A 25-year-old male presented to the emergency department after being assaulted outside of a bar by a barefisted assailant resulting in significant head trauma and right periorbital swelling and pain. On physical examination, he was unable to open his eye and his ability to execute extraocular movements was uncertain. There was marked periorbital swelling and ecchymosis preventing adequate visualization of the pupil.
Patients suffering from severe orbital trauma are at risk for numerous complications, including orbital compartment syndromes. This can result in an afferent pupillary defect, which must be evaluated for on physical examination. Unfortunately, these at-risk patients are often challenging to examine properly due to surrounding edema. Point-of-care ultrasonography can be used as an adjunct to the standard examination in this situation. [West J Emerg Med. 2012;13(6):524] 
